o
Debra Moran_1203214_assignsubmission_onlinetext_onlinetext.html O /{ o0
ords Lg,gs(ﬁk_ L-\_;{\C e mh_«_f::“"* Ll-ﬂ\y‘/(‘
n
0, “Paying the Price” (pgs. 20-21) I chose the story of Ta Quang Thinh mainly because of the imagery it
\ *f' provoked throughout his stor'—{;tl}le descriptions of what he went through were vivid for me [ 1 could see him at
the convalescent home, as an older gentleman in his wheel chair as clearly as I could i 1mag1ne him swinging
< in the bow of a hammock and the agonizing pain he must have been in. As far as accuracy of the account of
his story, since Ta Quang Thinh was the only survivor I only have his version to go by but regardless I
believe the story is as he remembers it. Thinh I believe has allowed time to erase a lot of the emotions of war
and focus it in a way that is acceptable to him, being medical personnel he must have viewed war in a

different manner.

“The Emperor Has No Clothes” (pgs79-81) interview with Robert McNamara was a disappointment to me

due to the ignorance displayed by McNamara and the American policymakers and then the recanting

portrayed in later memoirs and private conversations. The ability to send the country to war without learning
( anything about the enemy just tied it all up with a communist red bow on top and focused on that. Also the
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¢ W fear that consumed th¢m of possible defeat, they were fighting the war not to win it just not to lose it.
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The only good points I can think of, because it truly is disappointing to see America portrayed in this light, is
that the policy makgrs who can’t normally agree on what day of the week it is can willfully keep the entire

country in the darl( of how bad it was.
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